[Psychosomatic aspects of pseudocroup].
Based on 14 paediatric case histories we present a hypothesis--to our knowledge for the first time--concerning the role of psychogenetic factors for the occurrence of pseudocroup attacks. Anxieties, insecurity and impaired ability to communicate with each other characterize the relationship of the patient and his mother. The developing independence of the child is hindered. The frightening pseudocroup attack tightens mother and child close together, allows a regression to an early childhood state of mother-child relationship, and demonstrates in a pathological way their interdependence and the dangers of autonomy.